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CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS 
 

 In these difficult economic times, we have become more aware of 
the need to have additional regular income. Our latest idea has been to 
appoint a Financial Development Officer, with funding from the Govern-
ment’s Transition Fund.  We therefore welcome Sarah Neyt to CHAT.  
She started at the beginning of September, initially on a one-year contract. 
No doubt we will be highlighting her work in a subsequent newsletter.  
 It is not just that the need has increased, but the criteria for being 
able to be helped has been tightened so that some of those in real need no 
longer fit the criteria.  We still want to be able to help those who need our 
support and encouragement, regardless of whether they fit into some-
body’s idea of who should be helped.  To do this we require more finance 
on a regular basis, so that we can plan ahead.  This is in addition to the 
excellent work Sally Chapman is doing in networking with other profes-
sional organisations and seeing what opportunities are available for part-
nership working.  
 We want to make the most of the opportunities available.  Thank 
you for the wonderful support and encouragement so many of you give 
us. Please continue to pray that we may be able to keep helping those with 
housing need, right across Mid Devon.  The stories you read in this news-
letter highlight just what a worthwhile job the staff are doing!  

Mac Bridger 
Chair of Trustees 
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 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
 

 We have been keeping ourselves in the public eye over the summer 
attending the Tiverton Community Day and Mid Devon Show, meeting 
our MP Neil Parish and producing articles for a number of publications as 
well as seeing a lot of new faces at a very well attended AGM.  We are 
also delighted to have been able to appoint a Financial Development  
Officer who joined the Community Development Team in September.  

Welcome to Sarah Neyt who will introduce herself here …. 
 Hello everyone, I am really pleased to be offered the opportunity to 
work for CHAT as Financial Development Officer.  I bring with me a 
wealth of experience gained in different organisations in the Housing and 
Homelessness sector and I have lots of ideas which I am raring to put into 
action.  My first job has been to arrange school visits to those donating 
gifts to CHAT.  I have already visited Bickleigh C.of E. Primary School 
where I spoke to the children about what it is like to be homeless and  
received a very generous donation of foodstuffs from their Harvest  
Festival Service.   
 If you would like me to come to your church, school, community 
group, social club etc., to speak about CHAT’s vital work you can contact 
me on 01884 255606 or email sarah.neyt@chatmid.co.uk. 
 

Could YOU raise money for CHAT? 
 If you would like to organise a CHAT morning at your  
local church or in your neighbourhood to raise money to help  
prevent homelessness I’m here to help. 
 

Thank you to all the team at CHAT for making me feel so welcome. 
Sarah Neyt 
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URGENT URGENT URGENT URGENT URGENT 
HAVE YOU VOTED YET?  Please do!  

See page 2 for more details. 
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HARVEST  

 The Harvest offerings are beginning to pour into the office 
and there are bags and boxes everywhere!  How generous every-

body is and we are so grateful.  We wrote to local churches and 
schools and they have responded with their usual enthusiasm to 
keep the food store stocked up.  Bea Miles (who did work experi-
ence in CHAT in the summer) and Florence Mason did a CHAT 
presentation to the whole of Blundell’s school recently and were 
very excited about it!   
 The demands on our food stocks are increasing and we are 
hoping that people will continue to donate throughout the year. 
This winter many will have to make the choice between eating or 
keeping warm.  
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VOLUNTEERS 
 

 A big ‘THANK YOU’ to all our volunteers who continue to give 
CHAT their loyal support.  Your hard work and willingness to serve in a 
myriad of ways enables the staff to spend their time on the specialist work 
with clients.  May God bless you all. 
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FLOATING TENANCY SUPPORT 
 

  With winter just around the corner thoughts are turning to the  
problems of fuel poverty and the reality of living on a small budget.  If the 
winter of 2011/12 is another harsh one the effect on many people will be 
significant. 
 A single person, over the age of 25, on Income Support, Job Seekers 
Allowance or Employment Support Allowance has to manage on just 
£67.50 per week for their living expenses.  This sum is all they have for 
things like electricity, gas, water rates, food, household items, TV licence, 
bus fares, phone charges and the occasional treat.  Could you cope?  
 The cost of living is increasing from one week to the next and even 
basic items are affected - 
   Bread – now over £1 per loaf 
   Eggs – £1.50 for half a dozen  
   Potatoes - £1.70 for a 1kg bag  
 With energy prices in the process of going up yet again please spare 
a thought for our Tenancy Support clients.  The CHAT ‘Hardship Fund’ 
was created to help many of our clients pay for essential small items that 
they otherwise would not be able to afford and is used sparingly and with 
discretion so that items such as a filing box to organise paperwork, a toilet 
seat, some decorating brushes, or extra money to top up the electricity  
meter can be obtained for our clients to improve their lives.   
 Please send any donations (cheques made payable to ‘CHAT’) to 
The Hardship Fund, CHAT, 28 Gold Street, Tiverton, EX16 6PY.   
  Many thanks. 

 Helen Tylisczuk & David Balsdon 
Tenancy Support Team�
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GIVING TO CHAT 
by Debit or Credit Card 

 

A reminder that you can now do this 
very easily through Localgiving 

which provides us with the opportunity to securely receive donations via 
its website at http://localgiving.com/charity/chat .  If eligible, they will 
also reclaim the Gift Aid and add it to your gift.  THANK YOU  


